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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
UNICEF continues to support 31,544 refugees, including 17,736 children, 

to access education, WASH, health, nutrition and protection services in 

and around the three refugee camps, two in the Sahel region (Goudebou 

and Mentao) and one in the plateau Central region (Sag-Nioniogo). 

• Starting in October 2014, UNHCR launched a campaign to support 

voluntary return of refugees to Mali.   

• Routine vaccination for children in the Malian refugee camps has 

achieved 62% coverage of children under 1 in DTCP-HIB-Hep 3 

vaccination by October. 

• Drinking water provision in the 3 refugee camps continues to be above 

the international standard of 15 litres per person per day. 

• 2 new child protection networks have been established in Djibo and 

Sebba (2 provinces neighbouring Mali and Niger) to prevent and 

address child rights violations and abuse.  

• For the school year 2014-2015, UNICEF is providing 5,095 children with 

access to basic education in the refugee camps however a further 

5,805 more children are in need of education. With current funding, 

UNICEF cannot meet the demand to provide access to education for 

these 5,805 children and more funding is required to extend the 

education activities for all children. 

• With the technical in-situ support of the Regional Office, an Emergency 

Preparedness and Response training for staff and partners was held in 

October. 

• During the mass demonstrations in Ouagadougou and other main 

towns and cities across the country in October, with the support of 

UNICEF, the Burkina Faso Red Cross activated a response which helped 

bring first aid to the injured children, evacuate those seriously 

wounded and take care of separated or unaccompanied children. 

 

 

September- November 2014 

514,000  
CHILDREN AFFECTED BY ACUTE 

MALNUTRITON (MAM & SAM – SRP 2014) 

 

31,544 
MALIAN REFUGEES (UNHCR August 2014)  

 

17,736 
MALIAN REFUGEE CHILDREN 

 
UNICEF Burkina Faso Appeal 
2014 

US$ 11 million 

Funding as of October 31, 2014 

US$ 7, 037,753 

 
Gap: 39% 



 
UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Although representatives of the government of Mali and the various armed groups in Mali negotiated elements of a 

peace agreement in October, a number of events in recent months have underscored the fragility of the peace and 

reconciliation process, affecting plans for both organized and spontaneous return of Malian refugees in 2014. Attacks 

against the MINUSMA have increased in intensity since September.  There have also been continued confrontations 

between rival armed groups and continued civilian casualties of mines, kidnapping and executions in Northern Mali 

during the reporting period.  

 

Internal political tensions in Burkina Faso reached crisis point in October. In response to the then President ‘s(B. 

Compaore) attempt to pass a bill extending extend his term, the opposition organised a campaign of civil disobedience 

against the proposed  bill,  with mass demonstrations in Ouagadougou and other main towns and cities across the 

country. Nation-wide, popular demonstrations marked the week of 27 October - 1 November, with the number of 

casualties estimated at 30 deaths and hundreds injured. This culminated the dissolution of the National Parliament on 

30 October and the resignation of the  president Blaise Compaoré who fled to Ivory Coast.  

 

On 1 November, Lt Colonel Zida suspended the constitution, took over as interim Head of State and committed to 

handing over power to civilians. On the same day, a joint UN/AU/ECOWAS mission arrived in the capital of Ouagadougou 

to dialogue with all parties involved - the military, the political opposition, civil society and religious and traditional 

leaders.  The mission called for the military to hand-over power to a civilian transition body and respect all human rights. 

A national panel composed of religious, military, political, civil and traditional leaders mapped out and signed a charter 

on a year-long transition to elections and on Sunday 16 November elected Michel Kafando to be the country's interim 

president. A new transitional government was formed at end November. 

 

Refugee affected areas of Burkina Faso 

Planning for the 2014 humanitarian response to the Malian refugee crisis was based on registration numbers published 

by UNHCR.  Current number of Malian  refugees is 32,850 with  majority in  the north of country. UNICEF continues to 

support education, protection, WASH, nutrition activities 

 

 

Error! Not a valid link.For UNICEF’s 2014 response to the Sahel Nutrition crisis and prevention of possible 

epidemic outbreaks, estimated numbers of beneficiaries and overall UNICEF targets are as follows: 

 

 

UNICEF 

 

Sector 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

 

Sector 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

# of refugees who have improved access to drinking  water 

  

22,605 22,605 

 

49,975  

  

46,533 

Children <5 with Severe Acute Malnutrition admitted to  therapeutic  

care 
115,000 75,549 n/a n/a 

Children aged 0-11 months  received the doses of DTCP-HIB-Heb PNO 

Tota 3 vaccine 
951 590 n/a n/a 

# of school-aged girls and boys including adolescents with continued 

access to formal and non-formal basic education  
10,900 5,095 13,905 6,517  

Separated Malian refugee children assisted for their family 

reunification 
933 294 933 294 

 



 

Estimated Affected Population – Planning Figures from January 2014 Number of people targeted* 

 Total Female Male Total Female Male 

Children under 5 with 

Severe Acute Malnutrition 

(SAM) 

144,000 74,880 69,120 115,000 59,800 55,200 

Children under 5 with SAM 

and medical complications 

 

17,000 8,840 8,160    

Children under 5 with 

Moderate Acute 

Malnutrition (MAM)- 

WFP** 

370,000 192,400 177,600 315,000 163,800 151,200 

Children aged 6-23 months 

 

 

374,000 194,480 179,520    

Pregnant and lactating 

women 

 

130,000 130,000 - 72,266 72,266 - 

Number of people at risk of 

epidemics (meningitis, 

measles, cholera) 
5,372,919 2,793,918 2,579,001 5,372,919 2,793,918 2,579,001 

Source: UNICEF Nutrition SMART Survey, National Support Plan for vulnerable populations, 2014 

* The sector has targeted 80% of children 

** WFP Implements Supplementary Feeding to support MAM  

 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Overall Emergency Coordination is led by the government through the National Council for Emergency Relief and 

Rehabilitation (CONASUR). UNICEF co-leads the following sector working groups Nutrition, WASH, Education and 

Child Working group. Health sector working group is co-lead by WHO.  Ebola preparedness coordination is led by the 

government with the support of the UN.  UNICEF’s preparedness activities for Ebola is covered in a separate situation 

report.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

Within the context of the Sahel Burkina Faso contributed to a strategic humanitarian response plan and consolidated 

appeal for 2014 for the Sahel, led and prepared by UNOCHA. In line with the Core Commitments for Children in 

humanitarian action, UNICEF continues to advocate and coordinate for a collective programmatic response for children 

affected by the Mali crisis and the chronic food insecurity and malnutrition in Burkina Faso. UNICEF’s response is 

channelled through implementing NGO and government partners active in affected areas. To enable a rapid a response, 

UNICEF has signed standby agreements with a number of NGO specializing in humanitarian response in health, child 

protection and water and sanitation, covering potential emergencies in natural disasters, socio-political crises and 

epidemics. UNICEF is also in the process of signing a Memorandum of Understanding to pre-position a critical quantity 

of UNICEF emergency supplies with the National Council for Emergency Relief and Rehabilitation (CONASUR) in support 

of its National Multi-risk Plan for Preparedness and Response to Disasters. 

 

The UNICEF office in Dori was officially opened and five long-term staff are being recruited to be based in the zone office.  

 

  



Programme Results 
 
MALI Crisis Response  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector Estimated # / % coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results ( #) 

% of 

Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results ( #) 

% of 

Target 

Achieved 

Nutrition 

Children <5 with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition admitted to  

therapeutic  care 

327* 76 23% 327*   76 23% 

*The annual target of 500 stated in the previous report was based on estimates until the final data from the Nutritional SMART Survey 

was available at the end of March. The target has now been confirmed and revised to 327.  

UNICEF Operational Partners: Ministry of Health, Directorate of Nutrition and NGOs – Medicins du Monde Espagne, Medecins du Monde 

France, Terre des Hommes, Save the Children, Médecins Sans Frontières, Helen Keller International, Progettomondo MLAL, OCADES 

Caritas, Croix Rouge Burkinabe 

WASH 

# and % of refugees who have 

improved access to drinking  

water* 

22,605 22,605 100% 

 

49,975** 

 

23,128 

 

46% 

# and % of refugees with access 

to adequate gender sensitive 

sanitation infrastructure* 

22,605 22,050 97% 49,975** 
23,128 

 
46% 

*UNICEF supports UNCHR to cover gaps of drinking water and sanitation infrastructure for 22,605 people in 3 refugee camps (Goudebou, 

Mentao and Sag-Nioniogo).  

** This target has been modified from 22,605 to 49,975 to align with the 2014-2016 Strategic Response Plan for WASH partners. 

Health 

Children <5 receiving measles 

vaccination among Malian 

refugees 

3,517 997 28% 3,517 997 28% 

Children aged 0-11 months  

received the doses of DTCP-

HIB-Heb PNO Tota 3 vaccine* 

951 590 62% 951 590 62% 

Pregnant women receiving  at 

least two doses of tetanus 

toxoid vaccine (TT2+) 

1,130 550 49% 1,130 550 49% 

*Estimation 0-11 months – 4.21% of refugee population.  

UNICEF Operational Partners: Médecins Sans Frontières, WHO, Médecins du Monde, Red Cross Burkina Faso.  

Child 

Protection 

Children with safe access to 

community spaces for 

socializing, play and learning  

8,750 4,947 57% 8,750 4,947 57% 

Separated Malian refugee 

children assisted for their family 

reunification 

933* 294 32% 933* 294 32% 

Unaccompanied Malian refugee 

children assisted and supported 

for their family reunification  

4 3 75% 4 3 75% 

*As of 31 August 2014, the target of separated Malian children in the 3 refugee camps in which UNICEF is involved  has been updated with 

the recent biometric census to a total of 933, down from 1,362 children at the start of 2014.  

UNICEF Operational Partners: Terre des Hommes, Plan Burkina and Red Cross Burkina Faso. 

Education 

# and % of school-aged girls 

and boys including adolescents 

with continued access to formal 

and non-formal basic education 

10,900 5,095 47% 13,905* 6,517 47% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: Terre des Hommes, Fondation pour le Développement Communautaire, Plan Burkina, Save the Children, 

Red Cross Burkina Faso 

* The target has been revised down since UNHCR began a voluntary return scheme in October, the expected number of refugee children 

may decline during the 2014-2015 school year. 
C4D activities for the 2014 Malian refugee emergency response are being carried out through a partnership with community radios. C4D 

implementing partners are the Community Radio Network for the Sahel, comprised of 8 community radios (RTB 2 Sahel de Dori, Radio 

Grand Nord de Dori, Radio Ahmadiyya de Dori, Radio Waldé-Ejef de Gorom-Gorom, Radio La Voix du Soum de Djibo, Radio Lutte Contre 

La Désertification de Djibo, Radio Dandé Yaali de Sebba and Radio N’Ballo Anndal de Tangangari) 



Sahel Integrated Nutrition Response 

 

Sector Estimated # and % coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results ( #) 

% of 

Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results ( #) 

% of 

Target 

Achieved 

Nutrition 

Children <5 with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition admitted to  

therapeutic  care 

115,000* 75,549 66% n/a n/a n/a 

Pregnant women and women 

with children aged 0 – 23 

months participate in monthly 

learning sessions on Infant and 

Young Child Feeding** 

145,786 

pregnant 

women 

and 

235,876 

mothers 

with child 

aged 0-

23 

months 

145,786 

pregnant 

women and 

235,876 

mothers 

with child 

aged 0-23 

months 

100% 

 

 

 

 

100% 

n/a n/a n/a 

*Nationwide target.  

**For prevention activities (IYCF), the UNICEF target is for the 4 regions of intervention – Plateau Central, Nord, Est and Cascades. The 

number of pregnant women and women with children aged 0 – 23 months is gathered from village level registers. The results given here 

are not cumulative, but a monthly figure. Data will be available every 3 months from partner reports.  

UNICEF Operational Partners: Ministry of Health, Directorate of Nutrition, Regional Health Directorate, Health Districts  and NGOs 

Progettomondo  MLAL, AMMIE, SEMUS,  IBFAN/ APAIB.  

WASH 

Nutritional centres delivering 

the WASH minimum package 
1,180  987* 84% n/a n/a n/a 

# and % of children admitted for 

SAM treatment using hygiene 

kits provided with key hygiene 

messages/behaviors counseled 

to parents/caregivers 

31,259 12,406 40% n/a n/a n/a 

*Coverage for 4 out of 11 regions – WASH is working on extension of the coverage of the monitoring system.  

UNICEF Operational Partners: Oxfam, Red Cross Burkina Faso, Red Cross Monaco, UNHCR, Association Paix et Solidarité, Plan Burkina, 

Help, Ministry of Agriculture and Hydraulic, Ministry of Health, CONAREF, IEDA Relief 

Child 

Protection 

# of children with SAM who 

received psychosocial care 

through Child Friendly Spaces* 

12,000 6,423 54%  n/a 

*Development of the referral mechanism underway. 

 

Summary of other Programme Response results (not in matrix) 

 
• Routine vaccination continues for children in the Malian refugee camps; 62% of children aged less than 1 year have 

now received the DTCP-HIB-Hep 3 vaccination. In October, the second dose of measles was introduced into routine 

vaccination across the country, including in the refugee camps. This, combined with a nationwide measles and 

rubella vaccination campaign in November, covering the refugee camps, should push results closer to 2014 targets. 

 

The implementation of a new WASH project for humanitarian assistance for refugees and host villages in Soum 

province in the Sahel region began. This project is implemented by the Danish Refugee Council and the objective is 

to improve the capacity of refugees and host communities in the Sahel region for access to water, hygiene and 

sanitation. A presentation of the project to community authorities has been made as well as a WASH evaluation 

and training of teachers on hygiene.  

 

• In host communities and in close collaboration with health centres situated around refugee camps, the cholera 

prevention project has been  carried out by UNICEF’s partner Oxfam;  including training on Community–Led Total 

Sanitation (CLTS) for 7 hygiene promoters and training on the national strategy for implementation of CLTS (for 7 

hygiene promoters and 4 Water and Sanitation professionals).. Furthermore, 524 people (215 women, 121 men and 

188 children) in the village of Ibbal have been sensitized on the prevention of cholera through the chain of water 

contamination. Sensitizations  on chlorination was conducted in the municipality of Essake, covering 5 water points 

(62 women and 21 children were educated) and in the municipality of Essakane for 31 Water Users Association 

(WUA) members. A community meeting for WUA members on the management of boreholes has also been 

organised (attended by 18 people from three different WUA from the municipality of Makoye). 



 

Some families providing family care to 185 

vulnerable children benefited from incomes 

generating support and training to improve 

their economic situation and ability to care to 

children. 366 children (153 boys and 213 girls) 

received psychosocial support through the case 

management teams in Goudebou and 

Sagnioniogo refugee camps.  

In September, while primary and secondary 

schools were closed for vacation, UNICEF 

support continued in providing access to quality 

education for 1,015 pupils through non-formal 

education and early childhood development in 

the refugee camps and surrounding host 

communities. A social mobilization campaign, aiming at 

enrolling at least 47,000 children in school in the Sahel region 

was launched in August but  progress was on this activity was hindered during  the political crisis at the end of October, 

as schools across the country were ordered to close for one week. The final results of this campaign will be available in 

January 2015.  

 

To date 5,095 children have access to basic education in the refugee camps thanks to UNICEF support. Nevertheless, to 

reach the target of 10,900 children, 5,805 more children are in need of education. With current funding, UNICEF cannot 

meet the demand to provide access to education for these 5,805 children and more funding is required to extend the 

education activities for all children beyond the end of October 2014.  

 
During the mass demonstrations in Ouagadougou and other main towns and cities across the country at the end of 

October UNICEF and  the Burkina Faso Red Cross launched an humanitarian operation involved 91 volunteers in 

Ouagadougou, 52 in Bobo Dioulasso, 43 in Koudougou, 35 in Ouahigouya, 10 in Banfora, 12 Fada N'gourma, and 20 in 

Dori plus 2 mobile teams in Ouagadougou, and 1 in Bobo Dioulasso, Ouahigouya and Koudougou. This humanitarian 

response helped bring first aid to the injured children, evacuate those seriously wounded and take care of separated or 

unaccompanied children. Messages were broadcast on local radio stations to encourage people to guide the lost, 

separated or injured children to the Red Cross services for appropriate support and adequate care. During these days: 

• A total of 383 people were rescued, including 52 children 

• Injured children treated on the spot: 19 boys and 3 girls 

• Injured children evacuated: 7 boys 

• Children traced: 5 boys and 4 girls 

• Children oriented to the Red Cross: 3 boys and 2 girls 

• Children reunited with their families: 3 boys and 2 girls 

• Children admitted and given health care: 2 boys 

8 deaths were reported by the Red Cross, including 3 boys. 

 
Communications for Development (C4D) 

In September the Community Radio Network for the Sahel, made up of 8 community radios from the Sahel region, held 

a workshop to finalize their plan of action to reach communities affected by the Malian refugee crisis with key messages 

on child rights and the essential family practices. UNICEF provided technical and financial support for the workshop and 

the radios continue to broadcast messages on safe hygiene practices throughout the Sahel region. UNICEF’s partnership 

with the radio network will be strengthened through more C4D activities in 2015.  

 

Supply and Logistics  
During September and October, UNICEF Burkina Faso delivered essential commodities such as 1,772 cartons of 

PlumpyNut, 1,300 more WASH kits and shoes for men and women to the refugee camps. 

©UNICEF Burkina Faso/2014/Hien 

Children playing outside a child friendly spaces in Goudebou camp. 



 
Funding 
 

Sector 
Initial HAC 2014 

requirements in US$ 

Funds received 

through 1 

November 2014   

  

Gap in 

US$ 
 

Funding 

gap (%) 

Nutrition 8,000,000 4,519,345  3,480,655  43% 

Health 68,000 68,000  0.00  0% 

Water, Sanitation & 

Hygiene 
1,882,000 1,170,000 

 712,000 
 38% 

Child Protection 500,000 561,000  0.00  0% 

Education 400,000 350,000  50,000  13% 

Cluster/Sector 

Coordination 
150,000 369,408 

 0.00 
 0% 

Total 11,000,000 7,037,753  4,242,655  39% 

The total includes a standard recovery rate of 7% calculated in accordance with UNICEF Executive Board Decision 2006/7 dated 9 June 2006. 

 
UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contributions and pledges received 

which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National Committees and donors that have 

contributed ‘un-earmarked’ funding, which comprised 14 per cent of the funds contributed. ‘Un-earmarked’ funding gives UNICEF 

essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions to where they are needed 

most – especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening preparedness and resilience building. 

Continued donor support is critical to continue scaling up the response. 

Across the Sahel, UNICEF received financial and material contributions from: Andorra, Australia, Canada, CERF, Denmark, 

Estonia, European Commission/EC, Finland, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, 

United States of America; the Bulgarian, Chilean, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, German, Hong Kong, Iceland, Japanese, New 

Zealand, Slovenian and UK UNICEF National Committees and US Fund for UNICEF. 
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UNICEF Burkina Faso Twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEF_BurkinaF   

UNICEF Burkina Faso Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNICEF-Burkina-Faso/1457264214526173?ref=stream  

UNICEF Burkina Faso Instagram: http://instagram.com/unicef_burkina 
 
 

Marc Rubin    

Representative  

UNICEF Burkina Faso  

Tel: (+226) 5049 0737  

E-mail:mrubin@unicef.org 

Sylvana Nzirorera  

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Burkina Faso  

Tel: (+226) 5049 0736  

Email: snzirorera@unicef.org 

Colette Boughton  

Planning and Monitoring Specialist

UNICEF Burkina Faso  

Tel: (+226) 5049 0476 

Email: cboughton@unicef.org  


